BUFFALO BAYOU EAST END GREENSPACE WORKSHOP

Goal

The Buffalo Bayou East End Greenspace Workshop was organized to garner feedback as to the green space needs and wants of East End residents, businesses, and stakeholders in order to better plan for and develop existing and future open space for the area.  

In particular, the Buffalo Bayou Partnership was interested in the area neighborhoods’ thoughts about the redevelopment into public space of the 30 acres the partnership owns along the bayou and the North Side Sewage Treatment Facility.  

Sponsors

Council Member Carol Alvarado

Council Member Adrian Garcia

Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 

Buffalo Bayou Partnership

City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department

Greater East End Management District

Neighborhood Centers, Inc. – Ripley House

Participants 

The workshop attracted roughly 75 to 80 attendees.  Participants represented neighborhood groups, local businesses, new and established residents, developers, and organizations active in the area.  The list of registered attendants is attached in Appendix A.  

Publicity

The Houston Chronicle’s This Week section published a small article in advance of the meeting to let people know about the event, included in Appendix B.

Fliers were delivered, faxed, and emailed to area neighborhood associations, business associations, super neighborhood groups, churches, and organizations active in the area.  Examples of fliers are included in Appendix C.

We also alerted the local broadcast media and several television and radio stations covered the meeting.

Agenda

8:30 – 9:00 
Registration and breakfast

9:00 – 9:10
Welcome and program description



Rey de la Reza, Buffalo Bayou Partnership board member

9:10 – 9:50
Brief description of existing open space, including limitations and needs:

10 min. 
City Parks: Luci Correa, City of Houston Parks and Recreation Department 

5 min.

County Parks:
Gilbert Smith, Harris County Precinct 2 

5 min.

Schools/ SPARK programs: Kathleen Ownby, Spark Parks 

5 min.

Bayou Trails and Boat Launch Facility:  Alan Atkinson
5 min.

BBP land: Anne Olson, BBP
5 min.

Trust for Public Land: Linda Shead, Trust for Public Land
9:50 – 10:30
Brief description of potential uses 

10 min.
Northside Sewage Treatment Facility: Maury Harris, University of St. Thomas 


10 min.
Art and Cultural Park: Joe Cooper, Talento Bilingue de Houston

10 min.
Festival Park: Susie Criner, Gulf Coast Entertainment
10 min.
Overview of other potential uses including but not limited to soccer fields, play grounds, wildlife habitat, boating facility, trails and benches, gardens, dog parks: Rey de la Reza
10:20 – 10:30 
Break 

10:30 – 11:45
Group mapping – 7 groups at separate tables discuss specific recommendations for BBP and COH land as well as overall vision of greenspace along the bayou

11:45 – 12:15
Presentation of each groups visions

12:15 – 12:30 Wrap up – Rey de la Reza 

Materials

The Buffalo Bayou Partnership master plan map was on view as well as about ten posters showing various park uses – from soccer to markets, festivals to industrial parks.  

The Partnership projected a map of the area onto a screen with BBP land, HPARD land, HISD and county parks marked clearly.  Copies of the maps were also distributed to each table for groups to study more closely and for them to write on.

Summary of Community Feedback

Out of the 75 attendants, roughly 40 participated in the group mapping and vision segment of the workshop.  Arbitrarily divided into seven groups, participants had over an hour to discuss their vision and concerns for greenspace in the area.  Several themes emerged for both a vision of the area and people’s concerns during the final presentations.  Concerns overwhelmingly focused on safety, access and marketing while ideal visions mentioned intergenerational facilities, performing and art spaces, trails, outdoor classrooms, gardens, and markets.

The Buffalo Bayou Partnership was pleased at the enthusiasm of the project and the desire of so many of the participants to continue the process.  Transcripts of the groups’ notes are recorded in Appendix D.

WANTS AND NEEDS

Intergenerational facilities

All of the groups mentioned the need to be mindful of seniors and the importance of developing intergenerational spaces and activities like fishing, gardening, kite flying and performance areas.  The demographics of the area echo this desire.  Only one group mentioned a specific location for a seniors-only park – Hidalgo or Buffalo Bend – because most thought this need should be reflected in development throughout the area.

Trails

Every group resoundingly supported trails and most endorsed further trails from the bayou into the neighborhoods for connectivity.  Some groups promoted allotment gardens along the trails, benches, public art as well as exercise stations along the trail. Furthermore, most mentioned the importance of safe passages over the bayou on existing bridges connecting to the trails.

Performing arts, concert and festival spaces

Most of the groups mentioned the need for performing art spaces for concerts, festivals, and performances.  Several thought it was important to incorporate stages of different sizes for a variety of events including concerts, dance performances, film, poetry readings as well as pavilions for weddings and quincianeras.  An island on the master plan near Halliburton was most often noted as a possible site, presumably because it was printed on the master plan map.  The silo area was also suggested as was the area by the Cemex plant oxbow.

Outdoor classrooms 

Because of the summer timing of the meeting, no HISD representatives were on hand to voice schools’ needs.  Nevertheless most groups mentioned the need for outdoor, hands-on classrooms along the bayou.  Some thought of these as an extension of the smaller facilities already on the schools’ campuses while others envisioned an arboretum-type facility for East End residents.  Wild or native areas with trails were seen as perfect outdoor educational facilities.  These natural areas should have butterfly gardens and bird sanctuaries.  

Sports

While sports were mentioned by all the groups, they did not seem to be a focus.  Marina sports were important, though a few mentioned the importance of free lessons to 4th and 5th ward area residents who are not comfortable with water sports.   Most thought field sports facilities should all be centered in one area as a large sports complex.  Many groups urged us to look beyond soccer and incorporate other sports like tennis, golf, flag football, climbing walls, and ultimate Frisbee into our plans. One person urged us to consider the consequences of golf courses along the Bayou and recommended that if courses ultimately drain into the bayou, they should practice environmentally-sound lawn maintenance and irrigate with bayou water.

Public art

Incorporating both commissioned and community art was seen as a way to ensure community support and ownership for all of the new amenities.  Furthermore, as examples from the Spark Parks indicate, public art can better link the new facilities to the cultural heritage and history of the area. 

Urban Agriculture and Markets

Surprisingly, many groups talked about the importance of urban agriculture and gardens. Ongoing maintenance was a concern for the gardens and allotment gardens and fruit orchards were possible solutions.  As an extension of the gardens, most of the groups mentioned the need for a farmer’s market.  One group thought that we should tie in with the Ship Channel trade and develop a flower and fish market in the area.

Other ideas

Other ideas included historical markers and a historical museum, skate parks, restaurant development along bayou, importance of working with housing groups, water parks, plazas and walking pavilions, observation towers, and equestrian areas. 

CONCERNS

Safety

All seven groups brought up safety as a major concern.  Incorporating public art, better design, and lighting into projects were mentioned as solutions.  Police substations with mounted and bicycle patrols as well as community patrols were also sited as important.  Furthermore the groups endorsed the idea that these be active, not passive, facilities which had multiple uses and thus were rarely vacant.  

Public Relations
Most groups mentioned that the area had a perception problem and that a public relations and marketing campaign should accompany any new development of the area.  The marketing should address safety, environmental and gentrification issues.  Most of the groups thought that these issues were more imagined than real but all recognized that the perception had to be changed for the area to be successful.  

Access
Several people mentioned the importance of Metro’s light rail line going down Navigation instead of Harrisburg to bring people closer to the bayou.  Groups also thought that we needed to incorporate trails from the neighborhoods into the bayou.  And, of course, parking was seen as an important detail to any access questions.  One group thought that the neighborhood should support its own trolley or jitney service. 

Other concerns

Only a few other concerns were mentioned:  the homeless problem, drinking, flooding concerns in the neighborhoods, bringing in commercial groceries, banks and businesses to the area, garbage from markets of festivals, and maintaining housing and historical integrity.

Future

The Buffalo Bayou Partnership plans to incorporate the ideas and concerns addressed at the workshop as we plan the development of the 30 acres we now own.  Few of the participants’ suggestions were site specific so the East End greenspace committee will take the ideas and plan them were they best balance the development, conservation, access, safety and recreation needs of the community.  Furthermore, we will use these suggestions to continue more targeted purchasing of other land along the bayou.   

Many of the workshop’s participants voiced an interest in becoming part of an ongoing East End greenspace committee.  The Partnership will form this group and hold regular meetings and act on the participants suggestions and concerns.

Appendix A:  Registered Guests

Only about 65 of the guests actually signed in for the meeting. 

Name


Affiliation

Sylvia Acosta

resident

Debbie
Allen

Pleasantville Assn

Alan Atkinson

Bayou Vista

Valentina Atkinson


Ryan Atkinson
Bayou Vista

Merriann Bidgood
resident

Janice Caddie

KC Contractors

Jorge Colorado
LLC

Joseph
Cooper

Talento Bilengue

Susie Criner

Gulf Coast Entertainment

Jose de la Isla

resident

Cathy Dean

Harris County Houston Sports Authority

Julio Del Carpio
Harrisburg Development

Sonny Flores

East End Mgmt District

Felix Fraga

Neighborhood Centers, Inc.

Robert 
Gallegos
Commissioner Sylvia Garcia

Felipe Gallegos
HCCo Pct. 6

Mike Garver

property owner

Kevin Goldstein
resident

David Hamren

DCH Environmental

Maury 
Harris

University of St. Thomas 

Eileen Hatcher

resident

Oscar Hernandez
MOCA Houston

Terry Hershey

BPA

John Hickernell
Halliburton

Pablo Hirshmann
Regent Park

Cliff Honeycutt
2nd Ward Residents Association

Angelica Honeycutt
SEWO

Bryan Hykes

resident

Joe Icet

Last Organic Outpost

John Jacobs

Texas Sea Grant

Mavis Kelsey


Cindy Kimmey
Greater East End Mgmt District

Marc Levinson
Neighborhood Centers, Inc.

Diana Liga

Urban Harvest

Diane Lipton

East End Chamber

Indica Loggins
Last Organic Outpost

Jim Mackey

HPBAC

Thomas McWhorter
GHPA/ 2nd ward resident

Paul Meza

2nd Ward Residents Association

Troy Nichols

Bayou Landing

Kathleen Ownby
Spark Parks

Ray Palomarez
Latino Learning Center

Jorge Pena

Talento Bilengue

Bob Randall

Urban Harvest

James Rodriguez
CM Alvarado's office

Marcus Rodriguez
resident

Trent Rondot

Houston Parks Board

Fiona Sanchez

resident

Amanda Schullo
resident

Chad Shaw

Rice Crew

Linda Shead

Trust for Public Land

Marissa Sipocz
TX Coop Ext

Gilbert
Smith

Harris County Pct 2

Lawrence Spence
Kids on the Bayou

Leon Spivet

5th Ward

Terry Stanfield
Ball Park Plaza

David Theis

resident

Jerry Vogt

resident

Matthew Wetzel
resident

Mike Winooke
In Town Homes

Scott Wollenburg
resident

Amy Wollenburg
resident

Joe Zepedt

Latino Learning Center

Appendix B:  Houston Chronicle, This Week

Appendix C:  Marketing Materials

Appendix D:  Group Notes Transcribed






Group 1

Flooding concerns


Develop small basins to hold water


Manage with vegetation


Retention ponds creating wetlands

Rail down Navigation not Harrisburg important for bayou


Add a trolley to the bayou

Restaurant development

Look at city museum of St. Louis 

Play areas/ kids activities and conference facilities in same spaces

Old industrial areas

Static areas bring safety issues

Active facilities create jobs and bring inherent safety solutions

Halliburton site – especially with island


Great for Festival Park


Views

Bring restaurants to high banks to bring in development

Housing opportunities radiating from downtown


Going for empty land now so gentrification not really an issue (gentrification is more of a perception issue)

Balance between open areas with wild-scapes and groomed areas 

Amenities need to be sensitive to area residents -- barbeque pits and equestrian center and education in water sports as area folks don’t know water sports

Open trails quickly to stimulate traffic and interest

Artwork, must bring in neighborhood artists – involve the neighborhood and you won’t  have vandalism

Bayou retaining wall could be art space by school or neighborhood

Commercial business – supply needs of community


Groceries for picnics, banks, etc.

Water parks, water fountains – particularly away from the bayou

Group 2

Still need a flag football area – bigger sports complex

Need to be more senior-citizen friendly, handicap-friendly

Public transportation (incorporate seniors)


Wide spaces with railings

Walking plazas

Family picnic areas

Covered pavilions

Reception Hall for weddings, quinceneras, parties

Performance art stages with tech equipment


Amphitheater


Multiple stages – Large and small

For industrial/ silo areas 


Transform into climbing walls and activity areas on one side


Second side should be staging area for performances and films


Top of silos should be observation area


Family picnic areas

Throughout bayou trail


Organic gardens


Sculptures


History sharing/ signs


Community art


Commissioned art


Safety factors – lights, open spaces


Benches

Guadalupe Park


Develop dock/ waterfront area not currently being used


Need larger area for concerts, outgrown Guadalupe plaza

Social concerns –


Street people living in parks


Cantina patrons/ drunks

Suggestions


Differentiate day time and night time use


Provide sufficient bike patrols

Northside sewage plant


Maybe skate park or handball courts

Festival/ concert parks


Support festival park at least 10,000 capacity


Not too close to residential – focus on industrial

Group 3

Think geographically east to west and from the bayou radiating out

Think about demographics – where seniors are, where new residents come


Existing residents are aging demographic

Commercial activity at night

Tension between public space/ public use and private use

Safety after dark and connectivity to neighborhoods is important


Neighborhood watches and police substations


Horseback and bike patrols

Historical area and museum in the Hidalgo Park area

Gardens and nature centers


Make sure gardens are allotment gardens for better community ownership/ maintenance

Park specifically for seniors, perhaps at Hidalgo park

Farmer’s market in the area to sell good veggies

Festival area and new style market but reservations about garbage

Highest use of land is wildlife habitat

Group 4
Athletics beyond soccer 


Golf – 9 hole, Tiger Woods Foundation 


Prototype eco-friendly course (no pesticide plants/ water from bayou)


Tennis – Zena Garrison Foundation

Connectivity through trails

Agricultural Parks from abandoned areas


Allen’s Landing farmer’s market


Agricultural Park



Create agricultural communities to serve as a hub for urban agriculture

Wellness education, food prep


International food garden


More urban agriculture



Centers for nutritional training



Do it throughout this area



Food is better tasting



Huge interest in locally grown food


Create community



Garden-parks, parties, workshops, health education, various cooperatives


Improving welfare of community


Export ideas to rest of Houston

Maximize land


Buy up properties along bayou – influence property development change



Industrial ( residential ( commercial


Trails bring connectivity

Gardens and natural areas


Outdoor classrooms at schools – urban education and hands-on learning



Vegetable and fruit gardens



Nature pond



Birds and butterflies


School outdoor classrooms are small, need to have bigger ones in parks for teachers to expand on school learning


Gardens are high maintenance and parks must be low maintenance, they need community involvement


We need an arboretum environment in the area for teachers


Farmer’s market demand is up

Group 5

Inter-generational activities


Gardening


Fishing


Seniors and kids (linked)


Activities in the Social Fabric

Work from Inside out not bringing the outside in


Stay away from “Disney Land” vision


Stay away from use it and leave idea


Work to promote existing stuff – particularly Restoration – Harrisburg was the Gateway to Houston

Community based – neighborhood based


Promote fishing


Bike-walking trail

Transportation is integral


Community based jitney or trolley


Trolley run by non profit/ neighborhood

Architecture


Housing integrity

Wetlands


Fish market


Flower Market – tie into port trade

Music Venue – very important


Like Miller Outdoor Theatre – perhaps near Hidalgo Park

Walkways over bridges for pedestrians 

Housing


Mixed use/ income


Must be thought of first


Reverse mortgage

Modern Industrial Park


Relocated existing industrial park

Clean up Brownfields


Pollution


More greenspace required

Plaza


Community space/ central meeting space


Festival Space

Kite Park (another intergenerational activity)

Connecting – Intergenerational

Revisit East End Economic Revitalization from 94?

Group 6

Build parks to support residential communities – have to be pleasing to the eye


Attract builders to area for future development

Recreation – smaller scale Kemah with many activities


Climbing facilities


Trails


Aquatic centers and community pools


Marine Sports (kayak, etc.)


Areas for picnicking with BBQs, covered areas

Education


Youth enrichment in nature and preservation areas


Recycling


Nature


Hands on Activites

Sports Enrichment – put all sports in one area


Multipurpose


Golf courses and pools for recreation and lessons


Sport facilities with multiple fields



Better for tournaments and children’s programs



Basketball, football, soccer, baseball, softball


Newer sports:  Frisbee golf, ultimate Frisbee (only need open space)

Oversight committee


Planned communities


Trails, retail, on-water restaurants

Group 7

Our concerns

1. Perception – east end needs good marketing campaign to itself, to city and as city

2. Safety

3. Relationship between local areas and gentrified areas – new groups willing to embrace community and multiethnic atmosphere

4. More community meetings with locals along the bayou

5. Parking and how do we get there

Our vision

1. More Trails – hike and bike trails

a. Access to outdoor facilities

b. Trails/ walkways around water to make it more attractive to potential residents

c. Pedestrian walkways using roads already over bayou

2. Basketball courts

3. Jogging trails with exercise and stretching stations.  

a. Near Halliburton – place to relax after or during work or on lunch break

4. Family picnic areas

5. History, market  -- Festivals with booths and arts and crafts

a. Walls and structures as visuals

6. Festival Park like Miller Outdoor Theatre

7. Botanical Garden with a bird sanctuary

8. Talk to youth at nearby colleges for PR efforts

